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Brief Chronicle of the last i&ontfw 

Substitute for Maelzel's Metronome. — A corres- 
pondent has pointed out a simple contrivance : a pendulum 
formed of a length of thread, with a leaden bullet at the 
end of it, by which those who do not possess a Maelzel's 
metronome may readily ascertain the corresponding time. 
The measure is to be taken from the point of suspension 
to the centre of the bullet The time occupied in the 
swinging of the bullet from one side to the other, which is 
called " one vibration," is that intended to be shewn. It 
would perhaps be well, when it is required to act with a 
low metronomic number — for which, it would appear, an 
inconvenient length of thread must be used — to look for 
double such number, take the length of thread standing 
against it, and reckon the time of two vibrations instead 
of one. This plan of proceeding will render it unneces- 
sary to use thread longer than twenty inches. The plan 
is not new, as several of Dr. Crotch's pieces are so marked, 
but it will be probably so to many of our readers, and the 
scale is useful. 
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The Madrigal Society — The hundred and seventh 
anniversary of this society was celebrated in the Free- 
masons' Hall — Lord Saltoun in the chair, supported by 
about one hundred amateurs and professors of music. 
The selection for the evening commenced with " O say, 
ye saints," for five voices, the composition of Sir John 
Rogers, Bart., as a tribute to the memory of the composer, 
who had been for many years president, and a great patron 
of the society. 

Musical Taste in Germany and England. — In a 
letter from Joseph Fischof to the Musical World, he says, — 
" The musical press is but poorly represented at Vienna. 
What do you think of the following remarks of a musical 
critic? ' If two-thirds of Mendelssohn's " Eliiah" were 
cut out, the oratorio might then have been acceptable to 
the public, and would not have bored them.' We have 
thus before us the legitimate descendants of that accursed 
race, whose forefathers hissed the Don Giovanni, and scoffed 
at Fidelio." In the same journal, under the head pro- 
vincial news, there is an account of an interesting concert 
at Guildford, which was well attended, although opposed 
by "the original serenaders" at the theatre the same 
evening. It appears the latter had only two visitors, to 
whom the money was returned, thus sparing their Ethio- 
pian performance. This is as it should be. It is time 
that trumpery with a black face should no longer usurp 
the place of talent and respectability. 

Bunn e. Lind. — This long-pending action has been 
decided in favour of the plaintiff, to whom damages have 
been awarded — ,^2500. 



Manchester. — A series of concerts are being given at 
the Mechanics' Institution on Saturday evenings. The 
Manchester Examiner speaks in praise of the performance 
of the " Messiah," especially of the effective chorus singers, 
although not more than forty in number. 

Exeter Hall. — The performances, under the direction 
of Mr. John Hullah, continue to meet with deserved favour 
from the public. " Judas Maccabeus" has been given, 
and is to be repeated. 

Mainzer at Edinburgh. — The Music Hall, on Satur- 
day afternoon, was the scene of a great demonstration. 
No fewer than 1300 children, of both sexes, crowded the 
benches of the orchestra and of a temporary platform 
erected in front of it This immense assemblage, com- 
posed of juveniles from all quarters of the city, is under 
the tuition of the Association for the Revival of Sacred 
Music, of which Dr. Mainzer is the instructor. The 
extreme youth of most of the children, and the rapidity 
with which they master their exercises, are remarkable. 
Children scarcely able to lisp their own name, sing both 
parts of a duet with care and correctness. We were glad 
to see so numerous and influential an audience, and to 
observe the enthusiasm which prevailed. The whole pro- 
ceedings passed off with spirit, and the memory of the day 
will long remain in the breasts of those who were present 
— Edinburgh Advertiser. 

Worcester Musical Festival. — This meeting of the 
three choirs will commence on 22nd August and three 
following days. The following gentlemen have accepted 
the office of stewards: — Right Hon. Lord Leigh, Sir J. S. 
Pakington, Bart., M.P., the Dean of Worcester, Edward 
Webb, Esq., Mayor of Worcester, Rev. Canon Douglas, 
Rev. J. Pearson, Slade Baker, Esq., Robert Berkeley, 
jun., Esq., C. H. R Boughton, Esq., J. W. Isaac, Esq., 
J. F. Ledsam, Esq., C. Noel, Esq. The present guarantee 
fund already equals the whole amount of that of the last 
festival. 

Sir Henry Bishop has been appointed to succeed 
Dr. Crotch as Professor of Music in the University of 
Oxford. 

Dr. Steven Elvey has been appointed to the office of 
Choragus, or Praefectus Musicae Exercitationis, an office 
held by Dr. Crotch in conjunction with his professorship. 

The Royal Society op Musicians. — The anniversary 
festival of this valuable society and charity took place at 
the Freemasons' Tavern, on Tuesday the 22nd February. 
The evening passed off with more than usual brilliancy, 
and the subscriptions and donations announced in the 
room reached nearly the sum of £500. 

The Bradford Church Institution Society have 
announced a second performance of Jackson's oratorio, 
" The Deliverance of Israel," to take place on the 22nd 
of March, so that it seems the work retains its popularity 
in the West Riding of Yorkshire. 



ADVERTISEMENTS 

Are inserted at the rate of four-pence per line, and the duty added, 
for a long or short advertisement. 



Novello's Monthly Musical Publications. 
Now ready, March ist. " St. Paul," by Mendelssohn, 
No. s, 1 6 pages for Sixpence. — "Judas Maccabjeus," by 
Handel, No. 9, price Sixpence. — " Cathedral Choir Book," 
No. 7, Folio Organ Score, is. 6d. } 8vo. Vocal Score, is. 
8vo. Vocal Parts, 4d. each. — The "Musical Times," No. 46, 
price three-halfpence, contains Three Short Anthems or Intro- 
ductory Sentences, composed by Vincent Novello. 



